
28 
CLAIMS 

nfethod for obtaining audience data on TV programs, in 
an audience oata obtaining device which uses a computer , the 
5 method comprising the steps of: 

a first sfcep of obtaining, from outside, TV program table 
data for an area where a viewer resides; 

a second step of obtaining audience data which include 

C \ 

id viewed channel information and viewed time information of TV; 

M= 10 a third step of obtaining at least a program ID of a viewed 

* \ 

m program by comparing said audience data with said TV program 

gg table data; and 

q a fourth step\of transferring, via the Internet to a 

j\ collection center, Ahe obtained program ID and the viewed time 

^ 15 information along with ID data of the viewer- 

s \ 

2. A method for obtaining audience data on TV programs 
according to claim 1, wnerein said first step includes 
automatically and regularly obtaining said TV program table data 
20 by use of the Internet or\a broadcasting medium, and said forth 
step includes automatically^ and regularly performing the 
transmission to the collection center. 

5V)^>JRT) 3. A methodNfor obtaining audience data on TV programs 
25 according to claim \ or 2, wherein said first step includes 
automatically obtaining said TV program table data, and said 
forth step includes automatically performing the transmission to 



4 
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the collection center, both by making use of opportunities of 
the viewers/ s accessing the Internet. 

4 . A method tor obtaining audience data on TV programs 
according to claim\l, wherein said second step includes ignoring 
a continuously viewed time of a program when the viewed time is 
shorter than a predetermined time. 



5. A method fori obtaining audience data on TV programs 
10 according to claim 1,\ wherein said fourth step includes 
transmitting said data to be transferred, as an HTML text 
document or an electronic mail. 



6. A device for obtaining audience data on TV programs, 
15 comprising: 

a program table data obtaining means for obtaining, from 
outside, TV program tabl^ data for an area where a viewer 
resides; \ 

an audience data obtaining means for obtaining audience 
20 data which include viewed Channel information and viewed time 
information of TV; 

a program identification means for obtaining at least a 
program ID of a viewed progrsLi by comparing said audience data 
with said TV program table dafca; and 
25 a transfer means for transferring, via the Internet to a 

collection center, the obtainedKprogram ID and the viewed time 
information along with ID data ox the viewer. 
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7 . A device for obtaining audience data on TV programs 
according to claim 6, wherein said program table data obtaining 
means automatically and regularly acquires said TV program table 
5 data by making use of the Internet or a broadcasting medium, 

$vfg>^\^ g ^ A device for obtaining audience data on TV programs 
^ according to claim 6 or 7 , wherein said program table data 

)D obtaining means Requires said TV program table data by making 

H; 10 use of opportunities of the viewer's accessing the Internet . 

J3 9 . A device for obtaining audience data on TV programs 

O according to claim 6, wherein said program identification means 

ignores a continuously viewed time of a program when the viewed 
15 time is shorter than a predetermined time. 

10. A device for obtaining audience data on TV programs 
according to claim 6, wherein said transfer means transmits said 
data to be trans f erred , as an HTML text document or an 
20 electronic mail. 



* 1 . A recording medium storing a computer readable program 
for carrying out theV steps of: 

a first step of obtaining, from outside , TV program table 
25 data for an area where h viewer resides; 

a second step of obtaining audience data which include 
viewed channel information and viewed time information of TV; 
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a third\step of obtaining at least a program ID of a viewed 
program by comp^ing said audience data with said TV program 
table data; and 

a fourth step ofv transferring, via the Internet to a 
collection center , the (obtained program ID and the viewed time 
information along with IDVlata of the viewer. 
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